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the food around the cage floor, the chipmunks learned 
what it was like to scavenge for food in the wild.  They 
began eating an assortment of seeds, nuts, fruits and 
vegetables, and even kibbled dog food.  Apples became 
a favorite treat, as well as fruit flavored baby food.  Boy, 
will they be disappointed when they realize there is no 
baby food in the wild! 
 

By the time they were old enough to be released, it was 
too late into the fall for them to dig a burrow and collect 
enough food for the winter.  Some research told me that 
chipmunks can take up to 3 weeks to dig out a burrow, 
and that they must start collecting food mid-summer to 
ensure a good chance at survival.  With this being the 
case, chipmunks born during late summer have a much 
lower survival rate than chipmunks born in the spring.  
That in mind, I set out to construct the ultimate, tempo-
rary chipmunk residence.  Starting with a large parrot 
cage some 4ft x 3ft x 2ft, I installed 2 ramps and 4 
shelves to give the cage several layers.  I then had a 
foot high aquarium custom built to set in the bottom of 
the cage.  This was filled with peat moss, soil and bark 
nuggets giving the chipmunks lots of room to dig as they 
would in their natural habitat.  I found some all-natural 
gerbil-type houses made out of bark and wood at a local 
pet store and stuck these in the dirt.  I also added a hol-
lowed out, half wooden log for a tunnel.  Lots of tree 
branches were added for climbing.  The stage was set. 
 

As soon as I introduced the chipmunks to the cage, they 
immediately started exploring their new home.  Cuter 
turned out to be quite the architect.  One of the wooden 
houses was a 2-story house.  Cuter buried the entire 
house above the first floor, as well as the entire hollow 
log next to it.  While it was in the construction process, I  
could see that he had connected the two via an under-
ground passageway.  On the surface, he made a burrow 

(Continued on page 4) 

CUTE CHIPMUNKS  
By Vicki Vosburgh  
 

ñCuterò is a male eastern chipmunk approximately 4 
months old in this photo.  He was found in Troy curled up 
on a driveway in the dark, cold, thin and shivering.  At 
about 3 weeks old at the time, he weighted only Ĳ of an 
ounce and his eyes werenôt even open yet.  I assumed 
something happened to his mother and he finally found 
his way out of the burrow, helpless, and desperate for 
food and warmth. 
 

I took him home and introduced him to ñCute,ò another 
male chipmunk about 2 weeks older than ñCuter.ò  Even 
though still a baby himself, the older chipmunk immedi-
ately took to curling up with the little one, no doubt offer-
ing it great comfort in itôs stressed out state.  The little 
guys were both fed a special formula several times a 
day.  Grasping the little nipple in their tiny hands and 
sucking anxiously, you couldnôt help but think these little 
members of the rodent family were just adorable.  But, 
as all good things must come to an end, one day they 
were weaned and graduated to solid food.  Scattering 

WILDLIFE EMERGENCY H OTLINE  
(518) 964-6740 

 

This phone is staffed by volunteers.  If you get a message, 
please leave detailed information and repeat your phone 
number.  If you have an injured or orphaned animal in your 
possession, please be sure it is secured in a pet carrier or 
cardboard box in a quiet, dark room and do not offer food or 
water.  Keep babies warm, do not overheat.  Do not handle 
any animal with bare hands and do not attempt to capture an 
animal unless you are sure it is safe to do so.  We some-
times have problems staffing the Hotline, so please be pa-
tient and call back if you do not hear from us within two 
hours of your call.  Calls to this number are billed as if you 
were calling Lake George.   
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CALENDAR  
 

MONTHLY  MEETINGS  
 

Monthly meetings are held on the 3rd Tues-
day of each month at 7 PM at the Jewish 
Community Center in Saratoga Springs.  
Meetings are open to the public. 
 
JCC Directions - Jewish Community Center 
is located at 84 Weibel Avenue in Saratoga 
Springs (across from the Tractor Supply 
Building off Exit 15 of the Adirondack North-
way/I-87). Further information and directions 
can be found at: 
www.northcountrywildcare.org.  
 
We are very grateful to the Congregation 
Shaara Tfille (JCC) for allowing us to meet 
at their synagogue. 
 

W INTER  TRAINING  
 
Training workshops are held from October to 
May each year.   Other training may be 
scheduled throughout the year. Training 
courses are free of charge and open to the 
public. 

 
REMINDERS /UPDATES  
 
Send us your e-mail address if you want to 
be sent reminders about our meetings and 
trainings. Check our website 
(www.northcountrywildcare.org) for the most 
up-to-date information.  If weather is ñiffyò 
please call ahead. 
 

NCWC CONTACTS  
 

PRESS:               Donna Topolski  371-0709 
 

MEMBERSHIP and TRAINING:  

                            Lisa Penistan  494-4891 
 

DONATIONS:      Dave Larrow  792-3018 
 

HOTLINE:            Becky Sutton  893-2408 

                            Trish Marki     281-2950 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 

                            Laura Von Rosk 532-7207 

 
A copy of our latest annual report may be 
obtained upon request to us or to: 

Attorney General,  Charities Bureau, 
120 Broadway, New York, NY  10271. 

Public Programs  
NCWC Members are available to present educational programs to 
schools, civic groups and community organizations in slide format.  This 
presentation includes a description of our organization, steps involved in 
becoming a wildlife rehabilitator and photos and stories of creatures that 
NCWC volunteers have rehabilitated.  NCWC does not charge a fee for 
these programs but requests a donation. 
 

To schedule programs, please contact our hotline at (518) 964-6740 or  
e-mail ncwc@northcountrywildcare.org. 

Mailing List -NEW 
If you wish to be put on our e-mail mailing list, please subscribe 
to ncwcmailinglist@yahoo.com.  We will send you periodic up-
dates for our newsletter, updates, and fundraisers. 
 

2009  Training Schedule  

Join us at our training sessions to learn what you can do to help 
and how to become a Licensed Wildlife Rehabilitator. Our winter 
training courses are typically held from 1 - 4 PM at the Saratoga 
Public Library.  Space is often limited for these training programs, 
so if you would like to attend please call Lisa Penistan at 518-494
-4891, or email: ncwc@northcountrywildcare.org. Walk-ins will be 
accommodated as space allows.  There are two remaining ses-
sions scheduled for this spring: 
 

DATE               TOPIC   

May 31          Capture & Transport of Injured & Orphaned Wildlife  
June 28         Raising Baby Birds 
 

Although children are permitted to attend the classes, anyone 
under 16 must be accompanied by an adult and no one under 18 
will be allowed to handle animals or equipment. These classes 
are offered free of charge, but donations to help cover the cost of 
copies and supplies are greatly appreciated. 

Below: Wendy Hall with Abie,  

the raven.  (see story on page 7) 

Above: Barred Owl 
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MEMBERS 

 

SCHROON RIVER  

ANIMAL  HOSPITAL 
 

150 Schroon River Road 

Warrensburg , NY  12885 

(518) 623-3181   
 

BRIAN LANDENBERGER, DVM 

SPECIAL THANKS TO OU R 

PARTICIPATING VETERI NARIANS  

AND TO ALL THE VETERINARIANS WHO 

HAVE DONATED THEIR SERVICES   

Membership is free and reserved for active  
volunteers.  All donors receive our newsletter. 

Judy Jones 
Susan Kazilas 
Nancy Kimball 
Julie LaFountain   
Rebecca Little 
Lorinda Leonardi 
Trish Marki 
Bernie Marki 
Ruth Martino 
Grace Nichols  
Susan Peterson 
Michele Provencher  
Patty Rutland  
Deborah Sien 
Barbara Stranahan 
Becky Sutton  
John Thivierge 
Donna Topolski   
Sarah Unger 
Laura Von Rosk 
Marilee Vuignier 
Vicki Vosburgh 
Diane Wood 

Amy Ackermann 
Lainie Angel 
Karin Badey 
Gary Bolster 
Julia Brosnihan  
Linda Brown 
Meg Brown   
Virginia Campbell  
Casey Card 
Larry Collier  
Craig Coon 
Kimberly Cunningham 
Sharon Dame 
Mary Frances Farrell 
Shannon Fitzgerald 
Nancy Fragale 
Denise Fuoco 
Gigi Giorgio 
Judith Grose-Johnson 
Wendy Hall 
Diane Hime 
Debbi Holden  
Cara Huffman 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT: 
   Hello all NCWC supporters! We are gearing up for another busy 
year of orphaned and injured wildlife and expect the calls this year to 
be at an all time high.  You will see NCWC in various functions this 
year including community events, fairs, library educational sessions, 
and many other functions.  Public education about wildlife will be one 
of our main focuses this year.   
  In 2008, NCWC members rehabbed over 1200 animals with 212 
squirrels, 174 bunnies, 87 robins, and 78 raccoons as our top three 
animals.  Top causes of distress were; parents whereabouts un-
known, collision with vehicle, and injured by cat.  Some of our unusu-
al patients were a baby bobcat, long-eared bats, turkey vulture, cor-
morants, and bull frogs.  Our hotline answered over 5,000 calls last 
year putting people in touch with rehabilitators and answering ques-
tions.  Overall, we spent more money than we took in with the costs 
of formula and supplies ever increasing.  Our donations were at a 
three year low.   
   We are continually looking for fundraising ideas and help.  If you 
have any ideas or are able to help out, please contact us at 
ncwc@northcountrywildcare.org.  Thanks for your support!  
 

Belinda Howe  
NCWC President  

The Ballston Spa  
Veterinary Clinic  

 

365 Saratoga Ave.  

Ballston Spa, NY 
(518) 885-5650 



FAWN, THE SPOTTED SQUIRREL  by Patty Rutland  
 

Last fall, I had my first case of squirrel pox babies. It was devastating and I still 
get a little choked up thinking of what my little guys went through.  I had seven 
cases and out of the seven, only one baby survived.  If I never see another case, 
it will be too soon. 

A month ago, I was feeding my big fat squirrels and happened to notice some-
thing strange about one of my squirrels.  I know he is one of my guys as he was 

not afraid of me.  I finally 
got photos é at first I 
thought it was a fluke, 
and may well be, but 
after talking to a vet 
tech, I was told these 
markings can be from 
trauma to the skin.  In 
dogs and cats, where 
there are injuries, they 
often have white 
fur grow from the area.  
  

A light bulb went off in 
my brain! I think this may just be my pox baby all well, fat and 
happy.  When I released him in early October he was a good 
size, but slim, and pretty much healed.  This is probably his 
winter coat. 

I am hoping from all the sadness something wonderful came 
out of it.  I have named him Fawn and I do hope he stays 
healthy and happy.  I will certainly know him from all the oth-
ers.  Try this link to see more photos: http://
picasaweb.google.com/patriciarutland/

SPOTTEDSQUIRREL     _ 
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Above: Chipmunks Cute and Cuter 

entrance next to one of the tree branches.  I had left a piece of fleece in 
the cage that they had slept in when they were younger.  Cuter even 
dragged this down into his burrow.  Apparently he needed his security 
blanket!  Cuter had constructed the ultimate chipmunk hideaway. 
 

Unfortunately, I soon realized that ñteenageò chipmunks are not too keen 
on sharing their accommodations.  I had introduced two orphaned fe-
males from another litter.  At that age, the females proved to be much 
more aggressive than the males and one would continually chase Cuter 
around the cage until the poor fellow had no choice but to hide out on a 
wooden shelf in the top corner of the cage.  Once I found the two males 
curled up there at night trying to sleep together on a little 3-inch square 
shelf.  Not too long after the females had to be moved to another cage.  
Remarkably, the two females did manage to coexist together in the 
same cage all winter.  There was the occasional sound of a skirmish 
coming from their burrow, but overall, they seemed to tolerate each oth-
er, perhaps because they were sisters.  The males did eventually have 
to be separated, as Cuter soon decided he wanted to be ótop dogô in their 
new little chipmunk world. So, in the end, the large cage that was meant 
to be the ultimate chipmunk playground for the winter, turned out to be a 

very large residence for one very fat, happy chipmunk.     _ 

CHIPMUNKS...   (Continued from page 1) 

Above: Fawn,  

the spotted squirrel 
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THE SNOWY OWL  
by  Cara Huffma  
 

The Snowy Owl, Bubo (Nyctea) scandiacus, was 
once thought to be the only member of the genus 
Nyctea, but with advances in molecular biology it 
has been discovered that these owls are very 
closely related to the Great Horned Owl.  They are 
also known as the Artic Owl, Snow Owl, and the 
White Terror of the North. 
 

These owls are about 20-24 inches in size with a 
wingspan of 54-66 inches and vivid yellow eyes.  
The males are mostly white with minimal black bar-
ring while the female is more barred with blackish 
brown feathers, which is thought to help camou-
flage her during nesting season.   
 

Snowy Owls are circumpolar within their breeding 
grounds in the arctic tundra.  During the winter 
months they can often be found in central Canada 
and the northern US states. Often times mainly the 
younger owls will venture further south into the 
central states and even have been spotted as far 
south as Texas.  This venturing into the central 
states was once thought to coincide with the life 
cycle of lemmings, but this has been found to be 
inaccurate. The owls are very nomadic and will 
have different territory and different mates each 
season.   
 

The Snowy owls are diurnal, hunting during the 
day, and while the main staple of their diet consists 
of voles, lemmings, hare and ptarmigans, they are 
also opportunistic.  They will snatch meals away 
from other animals, take birds in flight and have 
even been known to snatch fish off the surface of 
water.  The owls hearing is so acute that they can 
hear prey under 10 inches of snow. 
 

The nests can be found on the ground in slight de-
pressions that are thinly lined with grass, feathers 
and moss.  Eggs are laid at irregular intervals and 

the female starts incubating when the first egg is laid.  When 
food is scarce, the owls may not even breed and during times 
when food is plentiful, the female may have up to 13 eggs.  
The female is in charge of all the incubation while the male 
does the hunting.  Young will hatch in about 32 days and fully 
fledge in 7 to 8 weeks.   
 

The Snowy Owl is a long lived bird.  In the wild they have 
been recording to live up to 10 years, in captivity up to 28 
years.  Fun fact:  In Romania, it is said that the souls of re-

pentant sinners fly to heaven as Snowy Owls.  _ 

The photo on the left was taken by Lynn Manning, Art teacher at 
Peru High School.  The snowy owl spent his day resting on top of 
Peru Central High School ,in Clinton County, after what appeared 
to have been a successful "breakfast."  Wildlife Rehabbers were 
called by concerned teachers that thought "Snowy" had been in a 
fight with a skunk because there was a skunk odor and "snowy" 
had blood on his feathers.  They observed the owl from a class-
room window and decided "Snowy" had Fresh blood on him, most 
likely from breakfast, and advised school officials that he was just 
fine. He was resting and would fly away when he was ready...   
which he eventually did.    _ 
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SPECIAL THANKS TO Our Collection Can Hosts:  

88 Acres Nursery 
Adirondack Chocolates  
Adirondack Rustic Interiors 
Adirondack Park Animal Hospital 
Bagel Caf® 
Charlie's Liquors   
Collectable Closets 
FISH307 
Fort Edward Agway/True Value  
Garden Time 
Glen Country Store 
Glens Falls Animal Hospital 

Greenfield Hairport 

Johnstown Agway 

Nemec's   

Neuffer's Deli 

Post net    

Rockhill Bakery 
Schroon Falls Farm  
Schroon River Animal Hospital  
Sutherland Farms 
Trees 
Walker's Farm, Home & Tack  
Wolf Hollow 

Above: Wild Turkey 

TURKEY IN CUSTODY  
AFTER BREAK -IN, SERIUOSLY  
by  Don Lehman  
 

This article originally appeared in The Post Star, Glens Falls, 
NY, on April 2, 2009  
 

GLENS FALLS - When Janice Washburn heard 
breaking glass in the office building where she works 
Wednesday morning, she assumed it was an accident 
at the Dog Ate My Homework store in the Glen Street 
building's first floor. 
 

When she continued to hear a commotion in a vacant 
second-floor office and went to investigate, she 
thought she was the victim of an April Fool's Day 
prank.  But the wild turkey that crashed through a rear 
window and took residence in an office of the Colvin 
Building for a half-hour Wednesday probably had no 
idea it was April 1. 
 

The big bird somehow made its way into downtown 
Glens Falls and slammed through the glass window, 
which overlooks the Elm Street parking lot, at about 
10 a.m. Wednesday.  When Washburn, who operates 
the elevator in the building, opened the office door, 
she was greeted by the mature hen strutting around 
the room. It walked into a small room, and Washburn 
closed the door to trap it while she figured out what to 
do. 

 

"It took me a while to get everyone in the building to believe it 
really happened," Washburn said.  She called Glens Falls 
Police, where dispatcher Matt Suders, after wondering wheth-
er he was the victim of an April Fool's Day prank, notified 
wildlife rehabilitator Dave Larrow.  Larrow, vice president of 
North Country Wild Care, was able to corner the bird and get 
it into custody without anymore damage to the office or the 
gobbler. 
 

How does one grab a live wild turkey? By the legs, Larrow 
said, and then hold it close so its powerful wings can't flap. 
"He put up a bit of a fuss but you have to hold them tight so 
they can't get their wings extended," he said.  Larrow 
checked the bird over for injuries, found it had a few minor 
scrapes on its legs and took it to a rural part of Moreau that 
he knows is frequented by turkeys and released it back into 
the wild. 
 

In case anyone doubts the bird tale, a tenant of the building 
was able to get some photos of the intruder during his brief 
visit.  Max Rausch, a senior search consultant with building 
tenant Menard International Search, and his colleague, John 
Harvey, memorialized the event with a series of photos taken 
with Rausch's cell phone camera. "Funny story considering 
it's April Fool's Day today!" Rausch said in an e-mail. 
 

From where the gobbler came remains to be determined.  
Wild turkeys can be found in most wooded areas of the re-
gion, including parts of Glens Falls near the Feeder Canal, 
Cole's Woods and near Jackson Heights Elementary School.  
Glens Falls Police Chief Joseph Bethel said turkeys do make 

rare appearances in developed portions of Glens Falls.    _ 


